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Overview of the GRE® General Test



Considering Graduate, Business or Law School?

• The GRE® General Test is used around the world for:

▪ Master’s programs

▪ Specialized master’s in business programs

▪ Certificate in law programs

▪ MBA programs

▪ JD programs

▪ Doctoral programs

▪ Awarding fellowships

• Scores are good for 5 years!



A Growing Number of Law Schools Are Now Accepting GRE®

Scores
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• Nearly 70 law schools are now accepting or are considering accepting 

GRE General Test scores — saving applicants time and money from taking 

another admissions test.

• Law schools at the University of Arizona, Harvard University, Northwestern 

University and Georgetown University are among the first to begin accepting GRE 

scores for admissions purposes.

• View the most up-to-date list of law schools accepting GRE General Test scores on 

the GRE website.

http://www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/about/law/


Big Changes Are In Effect!

• As of September 22, 2023, testing time was reduced by half, from 

nearly four hours to just under two.

▪ The number of questions in the Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative 

Reasoning sections is reduced.

▪ The number of writing tasks in the Analytical Writing section is reduced from 

two to one.

▪ The unscored section is removed. 

▪ The scheduled 10-minute break is removed since the test is now under two 

hours.

• Students will receive scores in 8-10 days (prior: 10-15 days).

Registration is open!



If You Are Planning to Apply to Business School

• Shorter GRE / GMAT Focus Edition 

Comparison Chart

▪ Compares the two assessments on critical 

factors such as content, test length, fees an test 

experience.

▪ Provides links where you can verify information.

Get this comparison chart.

Also visit takethegre.org/business. 

https://takethegre.org/business/files/GRE%20v%20GMAT%20Comparison%20Chart.pdf?v=2
http://www.takethegre.org/business


Registration Tips



Getting Started

Important tip: Register early!

• If you register early, you are more likely to:

▪ Get your preferred testing location, date and time.

▪ Create a preparation plan focused on your test date timing.

• To register, you will need to create an ETS Account at www.ets.org/mygre

▪ You will use your ETS Account to register and view your official scores online when 

they are available.

▪ You can also sign up for the GRE® Search Service to help schools find you.

• Prior to registration:

▪ You should review the GRE® Information Bulletin for ID requirements, policies, etc.

▪ If you need accommodations, be sure to request them in your ETS account. Accommodations must be 

approved prior to test registration. 

http://www.ets.org/mygre


ID Documents

When you create your ETS Account and register, have your ID handy.

• Each country has specific official ID requirements 
for testing.

▪ View ID requirements in the GRE® Information Bulletin or on the GRE® website.

• The name you use when registering MUST exactly match your ID documents 
(excluding accents).

▪ Ensure the spellings exactly match.

▪ Be sure to provide your entire first (given) name.

o Do not register using a nickname or with only a first initial.

▪ You must supply your entire last (family/surname) name.

o If you have a two-part last name, you need to be sure to supply your complete last 
name as it appears on your ID documents (excluding accents).



After You Create an ETS Account You Can Register



The GRE® General Test is Administered in Test Centers 

Worldwide

• In most regions of the world, the test is available on a continuous basis 

throughout the year. 

▪ The test is delivered on a desktop computer with a full-screen monitor, mouse and 

keyboard.

• The test is normally available at more than 1,000 test centers in more than 160 

countries.

• View test center locations and seat availability at www.ets.org/gre/testcenters. 

http://www.ets.org/gre/testcenters


You Can Also Take the GRE ® General Test at Home

• It’s available everywhere that the test is normally available, based on the 

country of your account address. 

• Identical in content, format and on-screen experience to the usual testing 

experience, so that you don’t need to change how you study for the test.

• Same test fee and payment options, including vouchers.

• Same score scales, score report and score reporting options.

• Accessible, with extended time, extra breaks, screen magnification, 

selectable colors and other accommodations available.

• Monitored and recorded online through use of live human proctors and 

artificial intelligence technology.



A Peek Insight the Test



The GRE® General Test



General Tips and Strategies



General Tips and 

Strategies
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• Become familiar with question formats and 

directions beforehand.

• Be aware of time.

• Make sure you understand what each question is 

asking by reading each question thoroughly and 

reading all answer choices before answering. 

There is no credit for partially correct answers.

• Answer every question, even if you have to make 

a best guess. 

• Use knowledge you have to figure out answers to 

unfamiliar questions.



General Tips and 

Strategies (continued)
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• Do not waste time on questions you find 

extremely difficult, since no question carries 

greater weight than any other.

• Do not spend too much time on the review 

screen, as this will take away from the time you 

have to spend on the test questions.

• Check the review screen before finishing a 

section to ensure you have answered all 

questions.



On-screen Calculator

• Operated with the keyboard or mouse.

• Has four arithmetic functions, square root, memory and parentheses.

• Has a Transfer Display button to transfer a number to a Numeric Entry 

question (with a single answer box).

• Respects order of operations (e.g., the result of 1 + 2 x 3 is 7, not 9).

• Most questions do not require difficult computations, so the calculator 

should be used only when needed (e.g., larger numbers, long divisions 

or multiplications, square root, etc.).

• Only available in the Quantitative Reasoning section
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The Analytical Writing 

Section

• Assesses critical thinking and analytical writing skills

• Consists of one timed writing task:

▪ Analyze an Issue

• Essay responses are typed on the computer

▪ ETS software has a basic word processor that contains the 

following functionalities: 

o Insert text

o Delete text

o Cut and paste

o Undo the previous action. 

▪ Tools such as a spell checker and grammar checker are 

not available
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Analyze an Issue Task



Strategies for Analyze an Issue Tasks

Questions to consider when approaching the Issue task:

• What precisely is the central issue?

• What precisely are the instructions asking me to do?

• Do I agree with all or with any part of the claim?  Why or why not?

• Do I agree with the claim only under certain circumstances? What are those circumstances?

• Does the claim make certain assumptions? If so, are they reasonable?

• Do I need to explain how I interpret certain terms or concepts used in the claim?

• If I take a certain position on the issue, what reasons support my position?

• What examples — either real or hypothetical — could I use to illustrate those reasons and advance my point of 

view?  Which examples are most compelling?

• What reasons might someone use to refute or undermine my position?

• How should I acknowledge or defend against those views in my essay?
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• Practice writing under timed conditions.

• Organize your thoughts and prepare an outline.

• On the Issue task, you should support your position on the 

issue with reasons and examples drawn from your reading, 

experience, observations and/or academic studies.

• Leave a few minutes at the end of each task to read what you 

have written and make any revisions that you think are 

necessary and to check for obvious errors.

• Avoid excessive irony or humor in your essay responses 

because it may be misinterpreted by readers.

23

Analytical Writing 

Tips and Strategies



Analytical Writing Tips 

and Strategies 
(continued)
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• On the Issue task, you should support your position 

on the issue with reasons and examples drawn from 

your reading, experience, observations and/or 

academic studies.

• Leave a few minutes at the end of each task to read 

what you have written and make any revisions that 

you think are necessary and to check for obvious 

errors.

• Avoid excessive irony or humor in your essay 

responses because it may be misinterpreted by 

readers.
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The Verbal Reasoning 

Measure

• Assesses your ability to understand what you read and 

how you apply your reasoning skills

• Contains three question types:

▪ Reading Comprehension sets

▪ Text Completion

▪ Sentence Equivalence

• To accommodate different interests and backgrounds, 

there is a balance of questions in

▪ Natural Sciences

▪ Social Sciences 

▪ Humanities

• No specific knowledge of any subject is required.
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Text Completion Questions



Text Completion Questions (continued)



Sentence Equivalence Questions



Sentence Equivalence Questions (continued)



A Closer Look at the 

Quantitative 

Reasoning Sections
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• Assesses your ability to interpret and analyze 

quantitative information and solve problems 

using mathematical models

• Question types include:

▪ Quantitative Comparison

▪ Multiple Choice, select one answer                           

choice

▪ Multiple Choice, select one or more 

answer choices

▪ Numeric Entry

• Focuses on basic mathematical skills                                     

and elementary mathematical concepts

▪ Arithmetic

▪ Algebra

▪ Geometry

▪ Data analysis

On-screen 

calculator 

available



Free Tools to Help You Prepare

• GRE® Math Review

▪ This 100-page math refresher includes definitions, properties, examples and a set of exercises 

with answers at the end of each section.  

▪ Includes links to additional help in the Khan Academy®.

• GRE® Math Conventions

▪ Mathematical notations, symbols, terminology and guidelines are included for interpreting 

information in the GRE® General Test.

www.ets.org/gre/prepare

http://www.ets.org/gre/prepare


Multiple Choice — Select One Answer Choice



Multiple Choice — Select One Answer Choice (continued)



Multiple Choice — Select One or More Answer Choices



Multiple Choice — Select One or More Answer Choices (continued)



General Strategies for the 

Quantitative Reasoning Measure 

• Read carefully so that you don’t overlook information or misread the question. You don’t 
want to answer something that is not being asked.

• Be careful not to make unwarranted assumptions. For example, not all numbers are 
integers nor are all numbers positive.

• Geometric figures may not be drawn to scale, so avoid estimating sizes by sight or by 
measurement on such figures.

• When appropriate, avoid lengthy calculations by rounding numbers before computing an 
estimate, by looking for comparisons, and by recognizing and continuing numerical 
patterns.

• After arriving at an answer, reread the question to make sure your answer is reasonable, 
given what was asked.



A Closer Look at the Test-taker Friendly Design

• You can move 

freely within a 

section.

• An on-screen 

calculator



The Review Screen

• Allows you to view the status of 

the test questions in the section. 

• The list contains each question 

number in the section, whether 

you have answered the question, 

and whether you marked the 

question for review.



Getting and Sending Your Scores



GRE® General Test Scores

Three scores are reported on the following score scales:

130–170, 

in 1-point increments  

130–170, 

in 1-point increments   

0–6, 

in half-point increments   

Scores are valid for five years.



Viewing Your Unofficial and Official Scores

Your official scores will be available in 8-10 calendar days.



Choosing Where to Send Your Scores On Test Day



Enter Country and Select Institution from Drop-down



GRE® Diagnostic Service: 
Sample Verbal Reasoning Section



GRE® Resources



FREE GRE® Test 

Preparation

• Section overviews for each measure: Include general advice, sample 

questions with explanations, scoring guides and tips for answering 

question types.

• GRE® Video Presentations: Provide information to help you prepare for 

the Verbal Reasoning, Quantitative Reasoning and Analytical Writing 

measures.

• POWERPREP® Test Preview Tool: Reviews the question types, test 

features and help tools on the actual test. 

• POWERPREP® Online Practice Tests: Two timed practice tests that 

simulate the actual test and provide scores on the Verbal Reasoning and 

Quantitative Reasoning measures.

• GRE® Math Review: This 100-page math refresher includes definitions, 

properties, examples and a set of exercises with answers at the end of 

each section.  Also includes links to additional help in the Khan Academy®.

• GRE® Math Conventions: Mathematical notations, symbols, terminology 

and guidelines are included for interpreting information in the test.

• Practice materials in accessible formats are available.

Visit www.ets.org/gre/prepare.

http://www.ets.org/gre/prepare


For Additional Practice

POWERPREP PLUS®

Online 
(three practice tests

sold separately)

GRE® Practice Books (print 

and eBook)

ScoreItNow!TM

Online Writing 

Practice

Visit www.ets.org/gre/prepare.

http://www.ets.org/gre/prepare


Engage with Other Test Takers

• Connect, engage and hear from others who are planning to take the GRE® General Test 

for graduate, business or law school

▪ Official GRE® General Test pages on Facebook®, Instagram, and LinkedIn®

▪ Taking the GRE General Test for business school on LinkedIn®

▪ GRE videos on YouTube®

▪ Official GRE General Test page on Sina Weibo®

▪ GRE official page on WeChat®

▪ GRE official page on Zhihu®



Copyright © 2022 ETS. All rights reserved. ETS, the ETS logo, GRE, SCORESELECT, POWERPREP and POWERPREP PLUS are registered trademarks of ETS in the United States and other countries. SCOREITNOW! 
and GRADSCHOOLMATCH are trademarks of ETS. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 43356

THANK YOU!


